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FEED ME!! Part Two: RSS Feeds 
 

In last month’s newsletter, I described how you could set up email alerts from engineering data-

bases like Engineering Village, in order to receive citations to new articles in your chosen field.  At 

the end of that tutorial, I mentioned that you could also utilize RSS feeds to receive your updates, 

and in doing so, keep your email account uncluttered.  Here’s how to do that. 

 

RSS Feeds: What are they? 
RSS stands for Rich Site Summary or Really Simple Syndication.  It refers to an easily updated XML 

file that can be used to syndicate and aggregate web content.  By subscribing to an RSS feed of a 

website (or a database alert), you can use a feed reader to check for updates without having to go 

to that site yourself.  You can subscribe to numerous “feeds” (sort of like AP and UPI newswires) 

that skim off the good stuff for you to read.  It also keeps you from filling up your email with alerts.  

Follow the steps below to get started on this. 

 

Step One: Sign up for a feed reader account 
 

There are many different free feed readers out there.  There are several feed readers that work well 

with Mozilla Firefox.  I use one (not associated with Firefox) called Bloglines (www.bloglines.com) 

that is relatively easy to set-up and use.  See directions below. 

 

a. Go to Bloglines.com and sign-up for an account 

 

 

 
 



b. Input an email address and create a password. Then click on “Register”. 

 

 
 

 

c. Bloglines will send you a message to your email to confirm your account.   

Click on the link supplied to validate your registration.   

 

 
 

d. You are now signed up with Bloglines.  The process will be very similar for  

other feed readers. 

 

Step Two: Create Your Alert In Engineering Village 
 

a. See directions from last month for setting up your alert 

 

 

 

 

 

 



b. Click on the  link on your database search page. 
 

 
 

c. Highlight and copy (Control-C) the URL for your feed. 

 

 
 

Step Three: Add this URL to the Feeds list in your reader of choice (the one 
you set up in Part B above). 

 

a. Click on the Add link 

 

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 



  b. Paste in the URL of your database search feed 

 

 
 

  c. Place a check in the box next to your feed 

 
 

   

  d. Click on the subscribe button. 

 

 
 

 

Step Four: Login to your Feed Reader on a regular basis to check your feeds.  
You can delete feeds from your Feed Reader at any time.  
 

If you have any questions about this process, or would like assistance, give me a call.  Good Luck! 

 

New Chemical Engineering Subject Guide 
 

The new Chemical Engineering Subject Guide is up and running on the Waldo Library webpage.  Check it 

out at http://www.wmich.edu/library/sg/446/.  This guide provides you and your students links to impor-

tant resources in chemical engineering (databases, encyclopedias, handbooks, patents, conference pa-

pers, online job sites, etc.).  Note that this subject guide includes references and links to chemical buy-

ers’ guides and company directories that you or your students may find useful.  If you have any com-

ments or additions, please let me know. 

 

 

 



Recent E-Books in Chemical and Paper Engineering and Imaging 
 

In the September newsletter, I mentioned that we had thousands of engineering e-books available via 

WestCat.  Here are some choice titles for your engineering disciplines (including the well-known Kirk-

Othmer Encyclopedia, which you might not have realized that we provide online).  All of these books 

are available in full-text online via WestCat.  In some cases, a link has been provided for you.  In 

other cases, just do a title search in WestCat to access the book online. 

 

***Kirk-Othmer encyclopedia of chemical technology 
http://libproxy.library.wmich.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.mrw.interscience.wiley.com/kirk/kirk%5Fsearch%5Ffs.html 

Available in full text format in HTML and PDF versions. 

 

A brief history of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing [electronic resource] / prepared by the staff of the 

Historical Resource Center, Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

[Washington, D.C.] : Bureau of Engraving and Printing, [2004] 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS66871  

 

About BEP [electronic resource]. 

 [Washington, D.C.] : Bureau of Engraving and Printing, [2004?] 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS66869  

 

a-SiGe:H materials and devices deposited by hot wire CVD using a tantalum filament operated at low 

temperature [electronic resource] / A.H. Mahan ... [et al.]. 

Golden, Colo. : National Renewable Energy Laboratory, [2005] 

 

Are chemical journals too expensive and inaccessible? [electronic resource] : a workshop summary to the 

Chemical Sciences Roundtable / Ned D. Heindel, Tina M. Masciangioli, and Eva von Schaper, editors. 

Washington, DC : National Academies Press, c2005. 

Web Link: http://www.nap.edu/catalog/11288.html 

 

Assessing the volume of wood products used to build and maintain recreational structures on the  

Tongass National Forest [electronic resource] : potential opportunities for Alaska wood products substitu-

tion / Randall A. Cantrell. Portland, OR : U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Northwest  

Research Station, [2005] 

 

Batch distillation [electronic resource] : design and operation / I.M. Mujtaba. 

London : Imperial College Press, c2004. 

 

Boundary analysis for H₂ production by fermentation [electronic resource] : July 2001-September 2004 / 

T. Eggeman. Golden, Colo. : National Renewable Energy Laboratory, [2005] 

 

Careers in clinical research management in the pharmaceutical industry [electronic resource] : helping 

develop medicines and treatments that will save countless lives : discover new genetic therapies to cure 

disease.  [Chicago, Ill. : Institute for Career Research, c2005] 

 

Cascade separation of powders [electronic resource] / E. Barsky and M. Barsky. 

Cambridge, UK : Cambridge International Science Pub., 2006. 

 

Chemical regulation [electronic resource] : approaches in the United States, Canada, and the European 

Union. Washington, DC : U.S. Government Accountability Office, [2005] 

 

Chemical thermodynamics for industry [electronic resource] / [edited by] Trevor Letcher. 

Cambridge : Royal Society of Chemistry, c2004 

 

 

 



Comparison of integrated filter and semi-continuous measurements of PM2.5 Nitrate, Sulfate, and Carbon 

aerosols in the speciation trends network (STN) [electronic resource]. [Research Triangle Park, NC] : 

United States Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards, Emissions, 

Monitoring and Analysis Division, [2005]. Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS71536 

 

A comprehensive model of hydrogen transport into a solar cell during silicon nitride processing for fire-

through metallization [electronic resource] / B. Sopori ... [et al.]. Golden, Colo. : National Renewable  

Energy Laboratory, [2005] 

 

Data analysis for chemistry [electronic resource] : an introductory guide for students and laboratory  

scientists / D. Brynn Hibbert and J. Justin Gooding. New York ; Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2005 

 

Determination of complex reaction mechanisms [electronic resource] : analysis of chemical, biological, 

and genetic networks / John Ross, Igor Schreiber, Marcel O. Vlad ; with contributions from Adam Arkin, 

Peter J. Oefner, and Nicola Zamboni. New York : Oxford University Press, 2005. 

 

The engineering of chemical reactions, second edition [electronic resource] / Lanny D. Schmidt. New 

York : Oxford University Press, c2005 

 

Fire retardancy of polymers [electronic resource] : new applications of mineral fillers / edited by M.  

Le Bras ... [et al.]. Cambridge, Eng. : Royal Society of Chemistry, c2005 

 

Food colloids [electronic resource] : interactions, microstructure and processing / edited by Eric  

Dickinson. Cambridge, U.K. : Royal Society of Chemistry, c2005 

 

Furniture flame retardancy partnership [electronic resource] : environmental profiles of chemical flame-

retardant alternatives for low-density polyurethane foam / EPA. 

 [Washington, D.C.] : U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, [2005] 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS69638 

 http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS69639 

 

Growth kinetics of chemical compound layers [electronic resource] / V.I. Dybkov. 

Cambridge : Cambridge International Science, 2004. 

 

A guide to chalogen-nitrogen chemistry [electronic resource] / Tristram Chivers. 

Hackensack, NJ : World Scientific, c2005. 

 

Handbook of plastic and rubber additives, second edition [electronic resource] / Michael Ash, Irene Ash. 

Endicott, N.Y. : Synapse Information Resources, c2005 

 

A history of chemical warfare [electronic resource] / Kim Coleman. 

New York : Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 

 

Homeland security [electronic resource] : DHS is taking steps to enhance security at chemical facilities, 

but additional authority is needed : report to congressional requesters. 

[Washington, D.C.] : U.S. Government Accountability Office, [2006] 

http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS68283 

 

Introduction to color imaging science [electronic resource] / Hsien-Che Lee. 

Cambridge, U.K. ; New York : Cambridge University Press, 2005 

 

Introduction to glass science and technology, second edition [electronic resource] / James E. Shelby. 

Cambridge, U.K. : Royal Society of Chemistry, c2005 

 

Kodak [electronic resource] : optimizing the pumping system saves energy and reduces demand charges 

at a chemical plant.Washington, DC : Industrial Technologies Program, Energy Efficiency and Renewable 

Energy, U.S. Dept. of Energy, [2005]. Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS66449 



Minimum performance standard for aircraft cargo compartment halon replacement fire suppression sys-

tems [electronic resource] : (2nd update) / John W. Reinhardt. 

 [Washington, D.C.] : U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, [2005] 

 

Nanoporous materials [electronic resource] : science and engineering / edited by G.Q. Lu, X.S. Zhao. 

London : Imperial College Press, 2004. 

 

NIOSH pocket guide to chemical hazards [electronic resource]. 

 [Cincinnati, Ohio] : Dept. of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, [2005] 

Web Links: http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npg/ or 

 http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS67524 

 

Production, prices, employment, and trade in northwest forest industries, all quarters 2003 [electronic 

resource] / Debra D. Warren. 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS69402 

 

Sustainability in the chemical industry [electronic resource] : grand challenges and research needs : a 

workshop report / Committee on Grand Challenges for Sustainability in the Chemical Industry, Board on 

Chemical Sciences and Technology, Division on Earth and Life Sciences. 

Washington, D.C. : National Academy Press, 2006. Web Link: http://www.nap.edu/catalog/11437.html 

 

Understanding key issues of sustainable wood production in the Pacific Northwest [electronic resource] / 

[Robert L. Deal and Seth M. White, editors]. 

Portland, OR : U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station, [2005] 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS61343  
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