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FEED ME!! Part Two: RSS Feeds 
 

In last month’s newsletter, I described how you could set up email alerts from engineering data-

bases like Engineering Village, in order to receive citations to new articles in your chosen field.  At 

the end of that tutorial, I mentioned that you could also utilize RSS feeds to receive your updates, 

and in doing so, keep your email account uncluttered.  Here’s how to do that. 

 

RSS Feeds: What are they? 
RSS stands for Rich Site Summary or Really Simple Syndication.  It refers to an easily updated XML 

file that can be used to syndicate and aggregate web content.  By subscribing to an RSS feed of a 

website (or a database alert), you can use a feed reader to check for updates without having to go 

to that site yourself.  You can subscribe to numerous “feeds” (sort of like AP and UPI newswires) 

that skim off the good stuff for you to read.  It also keeps you from filling up your email with alerts.  

Follow the steps below to get started on this. 

 

Step One: Sign up for a feed reader account 
 

There are many different free feed readers out there.  There are several feed readers that work well 

with Mozilla Firefox.  I use one (not associated with Firefox) called Bloglines (www.bloglines.com) 

that is relatively easy to set-up and use.  See directions below. 

 

a. Go to Bloglines.com and sign-up for an account 

 

 

 
 



b. Input an email address and create a password. Then click on “Register”. 

 

 
 

 

c. Bloglines will send you a message to your email to confirm your account.   

Click on the link supplied to validate your registration.   

 

 
 

d. You are now signed up with Bloglines.  The process will be very similar for  

other feed readers. 

 

Step Two: Create Your Alert In Engineering Village 
 

a. See directions from last month for setting up your alert 

 

 

 

 

 

 



b. Click on the  link on your database search page. 
 

 
 

c. Highlight and copy (Control-C) the URL for your feed. 

 

 
 

Step Three: Add this URL to the Feeds list in your reader of choice (the one 
you set up in Part B above). 

 

a. Click on the Add link 

 

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 



  b. Paste in the URL of your database search feed 

 

 
 

  c. Place a check in the box next to your feed 

 
 

   

  d. Click on the subscribe button. 

 

 
 

 

Step Four: Login to your Feed Reader on a regular basis to check your feeds.  
You can delete feeds from your Feed Reader at any time.  
 

If you have any questions about this process, or would like assistance, give me a call.  Good Luck! 

 

New Chemical Engineering Subject Guide 
 

The new Chemical Engineering Subject Guide is up and running on the Waldo Library webpage.  Check it 

out at http://www.wmich.edu/library/sg/446/.  This guide provides you and your students links to impor-

tant resources in chemical engineering (databases, encyclopedias, handbooks, patents, conference pa-

pers, online job sites, etc.).  Note that this subject guide includes references and links to chemical buy-

ers’ guides and company directories that you or your students may find useful.  If you have any com-

ments or additions, please let me know. 

 

 

 



Recent E-Books in Civil and Constuction Engineering 
 

In the September newsletter, I mentioned that we had thousands of engineering e-books available via 

WestCat.  Here is a list of some choice titles for your engineering discipline.  All of these books are avail-

able in full-text online via WestCat.  Some links are included for you; for the others, just do a title 

search in WestCat. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Civil/Construction Engineering 

 

The bridges of New Jersey [electronic resource] : portraits of Garden State crossings / Steven M. 

Richman. New Brunswick, N.J. : Rutgers University Press, c2005. 

 

Building design and construction handbook [electronic resource] / Frederick S. Merritt, editor, Jonathan 

T. Ricketts, editor. New York : McGraw-Hill, 2000. 

 

Civil engineering formulas [electronic resource] / Tyler G. Hicks. New York : McGraw-Hill, c2002. 

 

Civil engineering ReferencePoint suite [electronic resource] / [K.C. Dhawan, Ashok Jain, Ranjeet Joshi]. 

Nashua, N.H. : SkillSoft Corporation, c2005- 

 

Design and construction guidance for community shelters [electronic resource] : FEMA 361-CD, July 

2000.  [Washington, D.C.] : U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security, FEMA, [2006?] 

 

Federal guidelines for dam safety [electronic resource] : earthquake analyses and design of dams. 

[Washington, D.C.] : U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency, [2005]. 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS62571 

 

Federal guidelines for dam safety [electronic resource] : hazard potential classification system for dams / 

prepared by the Interagency Committee on Dam Safety. 

 [Washington, D.C.] : U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency, [2004]. 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS62683 

 

Federal guidelines for dam safety [electronic resource] : selecting and accommodating inflow design 

floods for dams / prepared by the Interagency Committee on Dam Safety. 

 [Washington, D.C.] : U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency, [2004]. 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS62678 

 

The future of large dams [electronic resource] : dealing with social, environmental, institutional and po-

litical costs / by Thayer Scudder. London ; Sterling, VA : Earthscan, 2005. 

 

The geomorphic response of rivers to dams [electronic resource] : March 11-13, 2003, University of Ne-

vada, Reno.  [Portland, Or.] : U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific.  

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS53112 

 

Healthy housing reference manual [electronic resource]. Atlanta : U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Environmental Health,  

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2006. 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS72000 

 

Hydrosystems engineering uncertainty analysis [electronic resource] / Yeou-Koung Tung, Ben-Chie Yen. 

New York : McGraw-Hill, c2005. 

 

Introduction to design for civil engineers [electronic resource] / R.S. Narayanan and A.W. Beeby. Lon-

don : Spon, 2003. 

 

 



Managing construction and infrastructure in the 21st century Bureau of Reclamation [electronic re-

source] / Committee on Organizing to Manage Construction and Infrastructure in the 21st Century Bu-

reau of Reclamation, Board on Infrastructure and the Constructed Environment, Division on Engineering 

and Physical Sciences, National Research Council of the National Academies. 

Washington, D.C. : National Academies Press, c2006. 

Web Link: http://www.nap.edu/catalog/11519.html 

 

Planning & scheduling using Primavera 5.0 for engineering & construction [electronic resource] : planning 

and progressing a single project schedule with and without resources in an established project environ-

ment / by Paul Eastwood Harris. Victoria, Australia : Eastwood Harris Pty. Ltd., c2005 

 

Preventing mold-related problems in the indoor workplace [electronic resource] : a guide for building 

owners, managers and occupants. [Washington, D.C.] : United States Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration, [2006] 

Web Link:  http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS70906 

 

Project planning & scheduling using Primavera contractor version 4.1 [electronic resource] : for the con-

struction industry / by Paul Eastwood Harris. 

Victoria, Australia : Eastwood Harris Pty. Ltd., [2005], c2003 

 

Project planning & scheduling using Primavera version 4.1 [electronic resource] : for engineering & con-

struction and maintenance & turnaround / by Paul Eastwood Harris. 

Victoria, Australia : Eastwood Harris Pty. Ltd., c2005 

 

Technical manual for dam owners [electronic resource] : impacts of animals on earthen dams. 

[Washington, D.C.] : United States Dept. of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management 

Agency, [2005] 

Web Link:  http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS70748 

 

Vehicle-bridge interaction dynamics [electronic resource] : with applications to high-speed railways / Y.B. 

Yang, J.D. Yau, Y.S. Wu. River Edge, NJ ; London : World Scientific, c2004. 
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