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FEED ME!! Part Two: RSS Feeds 
 

In last month’s newsletter, I described how you could set up email alerts from engineering data-

bases like Engineering Village, in order to receive citations to new articles in your chosen field.  At 

the end of that tutorial, I mentioned that you could also utilize RSS feeds to receive your updates, 

and in doing so, keep your email account uncluttered.  Here’s how to do that. 

 

RSS Feeds: What are they? 
RSS stands for Rich Site Summary or Really Simple Syndication.  It refers to an easily updated XML 

file that can be used to syndicate and aggregate web content.  By subscribing to an RSS feed of a 

website (or a database alert), you can use a feed reader to check for updates without having to go 

to that site yourself.  You can subscribe to numerous “feeds” (sort of like AP and UPI newswires) 

that skim off the good stuff for you to read.  It also keeps you from filling up your email with alerts.  

Follow the steps below to get started on this. 

 

Step One: Sign up for a feed reader account 
 

There are many different free feed readers out there.  There are several feed readers that work well 

with Mozilla Firefox.  I use one (not associated with Firefox) called Bloglines (www.bloglines.com) 

that is relatively easy to set-up and use.  See directions below. 

 

a. Go to Bloglines.com and sign-up for an account 

 

 

 
 



b. Input an email address and create a password. Then click on “Register”. 

 

 
 

 

c. Bloglines will send you a message to your email to confirm your account.   

Click on the link supplied to validate your registration.   

 

 
 

d. You are now signed up with Bloglines.  The process will be very similar for  

other feed readers. 

 

Step Two: Create Your Alert In Engineering Village 
 

a. See directions from last month for setting up your alert 

 

 

 

 

 

 



b. Click on the  link on your database search page. 
 

 
 

c. Highlight and copy (Control-C) the URL for your feed. 

 

 
 

Step Three: Add this URL to the Feeds list in your reader of choice (the one 
you set up in Part B above). 

 

a. Click on the Add link 

 

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 



  b. Paste in the URL of your database search feed 

 

 
 

  c. Place a check in the box next to your feed 

 
 

   

  d. Click on the subscribe button. 

 

 
 

 

Step Four: Login to your Feed Reader on a regular basis to check your feeds.  
You can delete feeds from your Feed Reader at any time.  
 

If you have any questions about this process, or would like assistance, give me a call.  Good Luck! 

 

New Chemical Engineering Subject Guide 
 

The new Chemical Engineering Subject Guide is up and running on the Waldo Library webpage.  Check it 

out at http://www.wmich.edu/library/sg/446/.  This guide provides you and your students links to impor-

tant resources in chemical engineering (databases, encyclopedias, handbooks, patents, conference pa-

pers, online job sites, etc.).  Note that this subject guide includes references and links to chemical buy-

ers’ guides and company directories that you or your students may find useful.  If you have any com-

ments or additions, please let me know. 

 

 

 



Recent E-Books in Industrial and Manufacturing Engineering 
 

In the September newsletter, I mentioned that we had thousands of engineering e-books available via 

WestCat.  Here are some choice titles for your engineering disciplines.  All of these books are available in 

full-text online via WestCat.  In some cases, a URL is provided here.  In other cases, just do a title 

search to find the links in WestCat. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Accelerated product development [electronic resource] : combining lean and six sigma for peak  

performance / Clifford Fiore. New York, N.Y. : Productivity Press, c2005 

 

Advanced magnetic nanostructures / edited by David Sellmyer, Ralph Skomski. New York : Springer, 

c2006. 

 

Advanced machining processes [electronic resource] : nontraditional and hybrid machining processes / 

Hassan El-Hofy. New York : McGraw-Hill, 2005. 

 

Agent-based manufacturing and control systems [electronic resource] : new agile manufacturing  

solutions for achieving peak performance / Massimo Paolucci, Roberto Sacile. Boca Raton, Fla. : CRC 

Press, c2005 

 

Axiomatic quality [electronic resource] : integrating axiomatic design with six-sigma, reliability, and  

quality engineering / Basem Said El-Haik ; with foreword by Nam P. Suh. 

Hoboken, N.J. : John Wiley, 2005. 

 

Boundary analysis for H₂ production by fermentation [electronic resource] : July 2001-September 2004 / 

T. Eggeman. Golden, Colo. : National Renewable Energy Laboratory, [2005] 

 

Business processes [electronic resource] : operational solutions for SAP implementation / Victor  

Portougal and David Sundaram. Hershey, PA : IRM Press, c2006. 

 

Development of automated production line processes for solar brightfield modules [electronic resource] : 

annual technical progress report, 1 January 2003-30 June 2004 / M.J. Nowlan ... [et al.]. Golden, Colo. : 

National Renewable Energy Laboratory, [2005] 

http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS69344 

 

Emerging solutions for future manufacturing systems [electronic resource] : IFIP TC 5/WG 5.5 sixth IFIP 

International Conference on Information technology for Balanced Automation Systems in Manufacturing 

and Services, 27-29 September 2004, Vienna, Austria / edited by Luis M. Camarinha-Matos.  New York : 

Springer, 2005. 

 

Industrial clusters in biotechnology [electronic resource] : driving forces, development processes, and 

management practices / Vittorio Chiesa, Davide Chiaroni. London : Imperial College Press ; Hackensack, 

NJ : Distributed by World Scientific Pub., c2005. 

 

Lean manufacturing that works [electronic resource] : powerful tools for dramatically reducing waste and 

maximizing profits / Bill Carreir. New York : American Management Association, c2005. 

 

The lean primer, plant edition [electronic resource] / content development by Roger Kremer and Tom 

Fabrizio. Chelsea, Mich. : MCS Media, Inc., c2005 

 

The Lean Six Sigma pocket toolbook [electronic resource] : a quick reference guide to nearly 100 tools 

for improving process quality, speed, and complexity / Michael L. George ... [et al.]. New York, N.Y. : 

McGraw-Hill, c2005 

 

Managing innovative manufacturing [electronic resource] / guest editors, Harry Boer and Anders Drejer.  

[Bradford, England] : Emerald Group Publishing, c2005 



Manufacturing strategy [electronic resource] : how to formulate and implement a winning plan, 2nd  

edition / John Miltenburg. New York, N.Y. : Productivity Press, c2005 

 

Organization development [electronic resource] : principles, processes, performance / Gary N. McLean. 

San Francisco : Berrett-Koehler Publishers, c2006 

 

Planning & scheduling using Primavera 5.0 for engineering & construction [electronic resource] : planning 

and progressing a single project schedule with and without resources in an established project environ-

ment / by Paul Eastwood Harris. Victoria, Australia : Eastwood Harris Pty. Ltd., c2005 

 

Progressive manufacturing [electronic resource] : managing uncertainty while blazing a trail to success / 

Soli J. Engineer ; foreword by George W. Plossl. Boca Raton, Fl. : J. Ross Pub. ; Alexandria, Va. : Apics, 

c2005 

 

Semiconductor manufacturing equipment [electronic resource]. 

Washington, DC : U.S. International Trade Commission, Office of Industries, [2006] 

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS72838 

 

Technologically enhanced naturally occurring radioactive materials from uranium mining [electronic re-

source] : volume 1-mining and reclamation background. [Washington, D.C.] : United States  

Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Radiation & Indoor Air, Radiation Protection Division, [2006].  

Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS72339 

 

The Toyota way fieldbook [electronic resource] : a practical guide for implementing Toyota’s 4Ps / Jeffrey 

K. Liker, David Meier. New York : McGraw-Hill, c2006 
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