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FEED ME!! Part Two: RSS Feeds 
 
In last month’s newsletter, I described how you could set up email alerts from engineering data-
bases like Engineering Village, in order to receive citations to new articles in your chosen field.  At 
the end of that tutorial, I mentioned that you could also utilize RSS feeds to receive your updates, 
and in doing so, keep your email account uncluttered.  Here’s how to do that. 
 

RSS Feeds: What are they? 
RSS stands for Rich Site Summary or Really Simple Syndication.  It refers to an easily updated XML 
file that can be used to syndicate and aggregate web content.  By subscribing to an RSS feed of a 
website (or a database alert), you can use a feed reader to check for updates without having to go 
to that site yourself.  You can subscribe to numerous “feeds” (sort of like AP and UPI newswires) 
that skim off the good stuff for you to read.  It also keeps you from filling up your email with alerts.  
Follow the steps below to get started on this. 
 

Step One: Sign up for a feed reader account 
 
There are many different free feed readers out there.  There are several feed readers that work well 
with Mozilla Firefox.  I use one (not associated with Firefox) called Bloglines (www.bloglines.com) 
that is relatively easy to set-up and use.  See directions below. 
 

a. Go to Bloglines.com and sign-up for an account 

 
 

 
 



b. Input an email address and create a password. Then click on “Register”. 
 

 
 
 

c. Bloglines will send you a message to your email to confirm your account.   

Click on the link supplied to validate your registration.   

 

 
 

d. You are now signed up with Bloglines.  The process will be very similar for  

other feed readers. 

 

Step Two: Create Your Alert In Engineering Village 
 

a. See directions from last month for setting up your alert 

 
 
 
 
 
 



b. Click on the  link on your database search page. 
 

 
 

c. Highlight and copy (Control-C) the URL for your feed. 

 

 
 

Step Three: Add this URL to the Feeds list in your reader of choice (the one 
you set up in Part B above). 

 

a. Click on the Add link 

 

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 



  b. Paste in the URL of your database search feed 

 

 
 

  c. Place a check in the box next to your feed 

 
 

   

  d. Click on the subscribe button. 

 

 
 

 

Step Four: Login to your Feed Reader on a regular basis to check your feeds.  
You can delete feeds from your Feed Reader at any time.  
 
If you have any questions about this process, or would like assistance, give me a call.  Good Luck! 
 

New Chemical Engineering Subject Guide 
 
The new Chemical Engineering Subject Guide is up and running on the Waldo Library webpage.  Check it 
out at http://www.wmich.edu/library/sg/446/.  This guide provides you and your students links to impor-
tant resources in chemical engineering (databases, encyclopedias, handbooks, patents, conference pa-
pers, online job sites, etc.).  Note that this subject guide includes references and links to chemical buy-
ers’ guides and company directories that you or your students may find useful.  If you have any com-
ments or additions, please let me know. 
 
 

 



Recent E-Books in Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering 
 
In the September newsletter, I mentioned that we had thousands of engineering e-books available via 
WestCat.  Here are some choice titles for your engineering disciplines.  All of these books are available in 
full-text online via WestCat.  In some cases (usually government reports), a URL is provided for you.  
For the other titles, just do a title search in WestCat to find the links. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
115 vac single-phase arc-fault circuit breaker flight test [electronic resource] : final report / Robert 
Pappas. Washington, D.C. : U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, Office of  
Aviation Research, [2005]. 
Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS64508 
 
2005 Solar Decathlon [electronic resource] : October 7-16 / produced for the U.S. Department of Energy 
by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory. [Golden, Colo. : National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 
2005]. Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS66637 
 
A comprehensive model of hydrogen transport into a solar cell during silicon nitride processing for fire-
through metallization [electronic resource] / B. Sopori ... [et al.]. 
Golden, Colo. : National Renewable Energy Laboratory, [2005]. 
 

Advanced machining processes [electronic resource] : nontraditional and hybrid machining processes / 
Hassan El-Hofy. New York : McGraw-Hill, 2005. 
 
Airplane transport pilot and aircraft type rating [electronic resource] : practical test standards for air-
plane. Washington, DC : U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, Flight Standards 
Service, [2006]. Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS72965 
 
Classical mechanics [electronic resource] : an undergraduate text / R. Douglas Gregory. 
Cambridge, U.K. ; New York : Cambridge University Press, c2006. 
 
Development of automated production line processes for solar brightfield modules [electronic resource] : 
annual technical progress report, 1 January 2003-30 June 2004 / M.J. Nowlan ... [et al.]. Golden, Colo. : 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory, [2005]. Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS69344 
 
Friction & flow stress in forming & cutting [electronic resource] / edited by Philippe Boisse, Taylan Altan, 
and Kees van Luttervelt. London : Sterling, Va. : Kogan Page, 2003. 
 
GSFC earth-sun exploration division [electronic resource] : activities, challenges, and strategic plan. 
[Greenbelt, MD] : National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Goddard Space Flight Center, [2005]. 
Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS74566 
 
Handling qualities and flight safety implications of rudder control strategies and systems in transport air-
craft [electronic resource] : final report. Washington, D.C. : U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Federal Avia-
tion Administration, Office of Aviation Research, [2005].  
Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS64507 
 
High-throughput approaches to optimization of crystal silicon surface passivation and heterojunction solar 
cells [electronic resource] / Q. Wang ... [et al.]. Golden, Colo. : National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 
[2005]. Web Link: http://www.osti.gov/servlets/purl/15016491-ZrQ6NY/native/ 
 
Human factors implications of unmanned aircraft accidents [electronic resource] : flight-control problems, 
final report / Kevin W. Williams. Washington, D.C. : Federal Aviation Administration, Office of Aerospace 
Medicine ; Ft. Belvior, VA : 2006. Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS7446 9 
 
Internal friction of materials [electronic resource] / Anton PusPkár.  
Cambridge, UK : Cambridge International Science Publishing, 2003. 



Material engineering ReferencePoint suite [electronic resource] / [D.N. Chakraborty, Kiran Verma]. 
Nashua, N.H. : SkillSoft Corporation, c2006- 
 

Mechanics of solids and materials [electronic resource] / Robert J. Asaro, Vlado A. Lubarda. Cambridge ; 
New York : Cambridge University Press, 2006. 
 
Micro and nanotribology [electronic resource] / Nobuo Ohmae, Jean Michel Martin, Shigeyuki Mori. New 
York : ASME Press, 2005. 
 
Minimum performance standard for aircraft cargo compartment halon replacement fire suppression  
systems [electronic resource] : (2nd update) / John W. Reinhardt. 
 [Washington, D.C.] : U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, [2005]. 
 
Nanoindentation [electronic resource] / Anthony C. Fischer-Cripps. 
New York : Springer, c2002. 
 
NASA’s implementation plan for space shuttle return to flight and beyond [electronic resource]. 
[Washington, D.C.] : National Aeronautics and Space Administration, [2005]. 
Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS61485 
 
Power technologies energy data book [electronic resource] / compiled by J. Aabakken. 
Golden, Colo. : National Renewable Energy Laboratory, [2005]. 
Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS65772 
 
Preventing the forward contamination of Mars [electronic resource] / Committee on Preventing the  
Forward Contamination of Mars, Space Studies Board, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences, Na-
tional Research Council. Washington, D.C. : National Academies Press, 2006. 
Web Link: http://www.nap.edu/catalog/11381.html 
 
Recreational pilot [electronic resource] : practical test standards for airplane, rotorcraft/helicopter,  
rotorcraft/gyroplane. Washington, DC : U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, 
Flight Standards Service, [2006]. 
Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS72961 
 
A risk reduction strategy for human exploration of space [electronic resource] : a review of NASA’s  
Bioastronautics Roadmap / David E. Longnecker and Ricardo A. Molins, editors. Washington, DC : Na-
tional Academies Press, c2006. Web Link: http://www.nap.edu/catalog/11467.html 
 
A study of sampling rate requirements for load parameter statistics [electronic resource] : final report. 
(Flight recorders and aerodynamic load measurement.)  Washington, D.C. : U.S. Dept. of Transportation, 
Federal Aviation Administration, Office of Aviation Research, [2005].  
Web Link: http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS64496 
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